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examination was made of the mortality effect of tuberculosis with 
different classes, as, for example, where one parent has tubercu- 
losis and where a brother or sister had the disease. The incidence 
of mortality from tuberculosis was shown to be similar in the case 
of the insured having either a parent or a brother or sister afflicted 
with the disease, thus adding to the testimony that tuberculosis is 
not inherited. A higher death-rate was found for underweights 
from tuberculosis. 

For many years it has been a common belief that the mortality 
in the southern states is higher than in the northern states. The 
mortality experience of 14 companies in Alabama, Arkansas, 
Florida, Georgia, Texas, Louisiana, and Mississippi — states in 
which malarial fever has been prevalent — was investigated. With 
the exception of Texas the actual mortality varied from the 
expected from 131 per cent to 178 per cent. However, there 
has been substantial improvement in the mortality experience in 
these states. The mortality from typhoid fever has been about 
one and one half times the standard and from malaria about 
seven times the standard. 

The detailed work of the investigation was done by a force 
of ten to fifteen girls, with the latest mechanical devices; and, 
considering the extent of the investigation, its small cost and 
prompt completion, an interesting comparison might be made 
between private and public statistical work. This investigation 
sets a high mark for work of this character and its results should 
be carefully studied by those interested in any phase of vital 
statistics. 

W. F. Gefhaet. 

Washington University. 

NEW BOOKS 

Fonkalsrud, A. O. The Scandinavian-American. (Minneapolis: K. C. 
Holter. 1915. Pp. 167. 75c.) 

Hersch, L. La mortalite chez les neutres en temps de guerre. (Paris: 
Giard & Briere. 1915. Pp. 36. 1 fr.) 

Millis, H. A. The Japanese problem in the United States. (New York: 
Macmillan. 1915. Pp. xxi, 334. $1.50.) 

This book is published for the Commission on Relations with 
Japan, under the authority of the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America. The author was formerly agent of the Immi- 
gration Commission, in charge of the investigations in the Rocky 
Mountain and Pacific Coast states. The report of the commission is 



890 Reviews of Books [December 

drawn on liberally, and the value of the present work consists largely 
in putting in more available form the material contained in that re- 
port, bringing the subject up to date, and introducing the author's 
opinions and conclusions. 

The bulk of the book is taken up with descriptions and analyses 
of the life of the Japanese in the various occupations and industries 
which they have entered on the Pacific coast. It is shown that they 
have made the greatest impression in agriculture, but that they have 
also entered other industries in sufficient numbers to have aroused the 
characteristic anti-Oriental feeling. In agriculture they tend to con- 
centrate on intensive cultivation. When the Japanese first appeared 
in considerable numbers, they displayed a marked tendency to under- 
bid other laborers in the occupations they entered. This fact, com- 
binded with their efficiency and the ease with which they could be 
secured through contractors, won them favor in the eyes of employers, 
but aroused antagonism among other workers. These distinctions in 
wages have now become almost obliterated. In agriculture, they 
pay high rentals, and have helped to raise land values. The chief 
objection to them as farmers is the low standard of living they are 
willing to accept, particularly for women who work in the fields. 

The closing chapters of the book deal with the history and motives 
of the Alien Land law, the characteristics of the Japanese, the prob- 
lem of assimilation, and various suggestions for improving the situa- 
tion. It is of significance that the author, as a result of his study, 
takes his place with the large number of close students of immigra- 
tion who favor restriction. The plan he favors is a modification of 
that proposed by Professor Gulick. Throughout the book it is 
demonstrated that the limitation of Japanese immigration by an 
international agreement has been a most desirable thing for this 
country, and the absence of any acute problem and the disappearance 
of earlier undesirable conditions are due to the very small number 
of recent immigrants. 

The book reveals careful, painstaking, and conscientious investi- 
gation, and forms a valuable addition to the concrete studies of alien 
races in the United States. 

Henry Pratt Fairchild. 
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